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TIMELINE
1977
The Adoptive Parents Group of
BC (APGBC) is formed by Helen
Mark, Rose-Marie Davies, Mary
Lautard, and Norma Simonson.

EXECUTIVE REPORT
This year, AFABC worked hard to keep ahead
of the changing needs of adoptive families.

1978
APGBC releases their first
newsletter. The Interior chapter
sets up adoption information
booths at local shopping centres
November 18 to 26; this is the
first time Adoption Week is
celebrated in BC.

1978

The organization changes its
name to the Adoptive Parents
Association of BC (APABC).

1981
APABC officially becomes an
association under the Societies
Act. An executive board is
established. The board commits
to working with the government
on behalf of children and families.

1982
A contest is held to design a
new logo and Carrie Gardner has
the winning submission. APABC
becomes a registered charity.

1983
APABC advocates for the creation
of a reunion registry.

1988
APABC opens its first official
office out of someone’s
home in Delta. It’s only open
Tuesday and Thursdays.

Over the last 40 years, we’ve helped
thousands of families, answered thousands
of phone calls and supported thousands of
children and youth with knowing who they
are, where they come from and to whom
they belong. This past year, our staff, board,
and community developed a new strategic
plan that will help us to continue to deliver
programs and services that are still relevant
and that meet the needs of our clients and
enhance the probability of permanence for
children and youth.
This year, our Education department
rebranded as Adoption & Permanency
Learning (APL), and continues to support
prospective and existing parents through a
rich mix of online and face-to-face services.
Over 4000 clients received support and
connection in person, over the phone, or
through one of our Facebook groups. We’re
also proud that our Wendy’s Wonderful
Program matched 22 children and youth
with prospective adoptive parents.
Did you know that over 40% of adoptive
parents were first foster parents? In
the fall we helped to launch Fostering
Connections, a collaborative partnership

project aimed at recruiting foster parents.
And we’ve also been partnering with
MCFD on a new online adoption portal, a
personalized and user-friendly system that
puts control in the hands of prospective
adoptive parents.
All of this wouldn’t be possible if it weren’t
for the donors who believe in the work
we do, the Board and volunteers who
generously donate their time, and the staff
who diligently implement the strategic
plan. We are grateful for each and every
one of you.
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Vision

A family for every child

continued

Mission
To promote and
support adoption

1989

CHILDREN
Every child and youth is one caring
adult away from being a success story.

APABC signs a contract with the
Ministry of Social Services and
Housing to expand the newsletter,
provide additional services to
Ministry workers and the public,
and to open a proper office space.
The APABC office moves to Surrey
and is open Monday to Friday.

1990
APABC receives additional
government funding to
provide adoption information and
to maintain regional chapters of
the organization. The Province of
BC officially proclaims November
to be Adoption Awareness Month.

1993
THE NEED

OUR RESPONSE

Each year there are more than 1,000 children and youth in
government care in BC who are available to be adopted and
7,000 in other stages of the foster care system. Thousands more
live in orphanages or foster care systems in other countries
around the world.

Last year, 73 children and youth were referred to
our Child Specific Recruitment team. Family
connections work was done for 16 children, and an
amazing 900 new family members were discovered.
Twenty-two children were matched with prospective
adoptive parents; 14 moved in with their new
families; and five adoptions were finalized. An
increasing number of children were placed with
biological family members or with people already
in the child’s network!

These kids need a permanent place to belong. They need a
network of supports so that they grow up knowing where they
came from, who they belong to, where home is, and who will
be “family” throughout their lives and into the next generation.

Three hundred and fifty-seven kids and parents
were able to attend adoptive family camps like
Families with Children from China, Mehaber, and
Children of African Heritage thanks to grants from
our Family Camp Subsidy program. The subsidy
helps cover the cost of registration so that campers
can attend camps specific to their family and
culture.

357

kids and parents
attended 24
social events

900

family members
discovered for 16
children and youth

21

adoption
placements

Over 800 children, youth, and parents participated
in 24 family social events like Timberline Ranch
Family Camp in Maple Ridge, Salmon Arm Family
Picnic, Parksville Corn Maze, and Camp Homewood
on Quadra Island.

The APABC newsletter is
renamed Windows on Adoption.

1994
Canada signs the Hague
Convention on Intercountry
Adoption. APABC releases a video
about international adoption.
Windows on Adoption becomes
a 28-page black and white
magazine with cover images.

1995

APABC updates their logo.
Windows on Adoption magazine
is renamed Focus on Adoption and
starts printing with a bit of colour.

1996
The Province of BC passes a
new Adoption Act. Deirdre
Marconato is appointed as
APABC’s first executive director.
NACAC awards APABC the
Friends of Children Award
for outstanding services to
international children with
special needs.

1998
Karen Madeiros is
appointed as APABC’s
second executive director.

1999
The organization changes
its name to the Adoptive Families
Association of BC (AFABC).

2000
AFABC publishes its first online
newsletter. AFABC works towards
a long term contract with the
government. Funding is received
from the Ministry of Community
Development, Cooperatives,
and Volunteers for a pilot project
called Circle of Support; this places
resource workers in the North,
Okanagan, Upper Fraser Valley,
and Upper Vancouver Island.
AFABC launches BC’s Waiting Child
Information line. The Ministry
of Children and Families (MCF)
launches the “Kids can’t wait to have
a family” campaign to encourage
adoption from foster care.

2001
AFABC receives its first threeyear contract from MCF.

2002
Artist Steve Unser creates
promotional artwork for the
organization. AFABC moves its
provincial office to Burnaby.

2003
As MCF becomes the Ministry of
Children and Family Development
(MCFD), they cancel AFABC’s
contract and post an RFP for one
provincial supplier of pre and post
adoption support services. AFABC
is awarded the contract. MCFD, BC
Youth in Care Networks, and Family
Services of Greater Vancouver
partner with AFABC on the Adults
Committed to Teens (ACT) project;
this is the first real push for adoption
of children and youth over 12.

YOUTH
Youth in foster care need permanent, positive,
healthy connections and real-world, real-life
skills to survive and thrive after age 19.

THE NEED

OUR RESPONSE

More than half of the children waiting to be
adopted in BC are over the age of six. By the
time they turn 18, these youth will have moved
schools six times on average. Eighty percent won’t
have finished high school. Each year, 600 youth
age out of foster care at 19 with no permanent
connections to adults.

Nine youth were involved in Connections for Life, a one year project
dedicated to connecting youth in and from care with a permanent
network of supportive adults. At project’s end, these youth had
connections with over 173 family members and permanent supports!

Youth in care need permanent connections,
educational resources, and life skills to thrive as
they transition into adulthood—whether or not
they’re adopted.

fifteen

Speak-Out Youth
Group meetings

2004
The AFABC provincial office moves
to its current location in Burnaby
on Winston Street. The Helen Mark
Excellence in Adoption Award is
created to recognize outstanding
contributions made to children,
youth, adoptive families, and
adoption in BC and Canada.

4147
visits to
Speak-Out Youth
Zone website

eight
youth found permanent
connections through
the Wendy’s Wonderful
Kids program

1258
users on
AgedOut.com

Teens in foster care who work with our Wendy’s Wonderful Kids
recruiters are three times more likely to find permanence than
youth who are served by another form of adoption preparation and
recruitment. Eight youth over the age of 18 were connected to adults
who will be lifetime permanent supports, with some of these adults
committing to adopting in the future when the youth is ready.
Members of the Speak-Out Youth Group worked on the fifth annual
Speak-Out Youth newsletter, the Speak-Out Youth Zone website, and
blog posts. The group created a new Alumni membership level, so
that youth who have aged out of the group can still participate in a
meaningful way. Alumni members serve as mentors for other group
members, earning skills that will carry forward into other aspects of
their work.
Four adoptees and youth from foster care received post-secondary
financial assistance through the Howard Legacy Youth Fund and
AFABC Youth Bursary.
AgedOut.com saw a 108% increase in registered users this year thanks
to community outreach. Youth had access to new interactive learning
quests, including Money Sense and Eating Well on a Budget, in
addition to 13 new information pages. AgedOut.com was recognized
this year as a finalist for the BC Premier’s Innovation Award.

2006

FAMILIES
Adoptive families are empowered when they
have the right tools to support their kids and
themselves, including a strong and supportive
network of peers and professionals.

AFABC is selected as the first
Wendy’s Wonderful Kids
program site in Canada. AFABC
partners with the Federation of
Aboriginal Foster Parents and
BC Federation of Foster Parent
Associations to raise awareness
of the needs of foster and
adoptive parents.

2008
AFABC launches the Speak-Out
Youth Group (SYG), the first
program in Canada to empower
youth in and from care to
advocate for themselves. AFABC
creates two documentaries:
Open Adoption: Connecting
Lives and Colourful Lives: Voices
of Transracial Adoptees. AFABC
updates its logo.

THE NEED
New and experienced parents alike need training to help them navigate the unique parenting, cultural, social, and
health needs of an adoptive family. And while adoptive families are unique in their strengths and challenges, we
know that they all thrive with the advice, support, and kinship of others who have been in their shoes.

OUR RESPONSE
Over 800 families started their adoption journey by getting information and adoption support from our
Adopt BC Kids Information Line.

2009

This year, 997 parents attended adoption education training, including the AEP-Online and on-demand
webinars. Families were able to attend a new in-person workshop, Thriving and Surviving: The First Two
Years, as it toured around the province to Kelowna, Kamloops, Victoria, Nanaimo, and Chilliwack.
Almost 4000 parents sought support and advice from AFABC. Our new network of adoption key
workers and adoption support counsellors was available to provide one-on-one, peer-to-peer,
and clinical level support programs for them across the province.
Four birth parents accessed post-adoption supports through the new Birth Parent Support
pilot project. Birth parents receive help to navigate the complexities of openness with adoptive
families, build healthy relationships with children and their adoptive families, and find appropriate
community resources.

1014

Facebook support
group members

21

family social
events

3799

requests for
support

300

families welcomed
children home
through adoption

AFABC receives the BC
Representative for Children and
Youth – Advocacy Award of
Excellence for their work with
the SYG. The SYG creates the
documentary Teen Adoption:
You Have a Choice.

2010
AFABC moves into social media
on Facebook and Twitter. AFABC
is accredited by the Council on
Accreditation (COA).

2011
AFABC launches its first online
webinars and Facebook
support groups. The In-Home
Support program brings
hands-on support to families
in their own homes.

2012
The SYG launches the SpeakOut Youth Zone website.

2013
The Adoption Education Program
Online goes live, bringing
mandatory adoption training to
more people. AFABC includes
South Vancouver Island in its
contract, ensuring complete
province-wide adoption support.
AFABC partners with Thompson
Rivers University to create the
first adoption certification for
counsellors. Karen Madeiros
receives the Wendy’s Wonderful
Kids Supervisor of the Year
award from the Dave Thomas
Foundation for Adoption.

COMMUNIT Y
Adoption strengthens communities.

2014
The Young Adult Support project
researches what youth in care
need as they turn 19 and age
out of care. The Howard Legacy
Youth Fund is established
to support youth from care
to pursue post-secondary
education. AFABC is reaccredited
by COA. AFABC partners with
MCFD on the 1,000 Families
BC campaign to recruit more
families to adopt from foster care.
Vancouver Whitecaps players
Kekuta Manneh and Christian
Dean star in a PSA for AFABC.

2015

THE NEED

OUR RESPONSE

One in five Canadians are touched by adoption, yet
myths and stereotypes still exist about adoption,
adoptive families, permanence, and children and
youth in foster care. By connecting adoptive families
to the community at large, it normalizes the adoption
experience, and helps the public understand how
adoption shapes our history, culture, and society.

Adoption Awareness Month is proclaimed every November
by the Province of BC, and the community comes together to
celebrate. This year, families celebrated the month at our carnivallike Family Fun Day in Burnaby, walked in a parade in Duncan, and
held games nights, family skates, and more!

Informing the public about adoption requires
sensitivity, humour, and an active presence in a variety
of online and offline spaces.

AgedOut.com is launched as
a resource site for current and
former youth in care.

2016
The SYG creates the
documentary Striving for
Permanence. MCFD launches
Adopt BC Kids, an online
portal to process adoption
applications.

Adoption champions Drew Savage of 103.5 QMFM, Ian Telfer from
Goldcorp, Chris Smith from Steve Nash Fitness Clubs, and Minister
of Children and Family Development Stephanie Cadieux shared
their voices with 114 attendees at the Hats Off: Overcoming
Challenges event. These champions spoke to the challenges
that face children and youth in care and why perseverance is so
important in the work of the foster and adoption community.

148,000+
unique visitors
to bcadopt.com

322

AFABC
members

Approximately 2,000 readers got the latest in Canadian adoption
news and perspectives through Focus on Adoption magazine.
The BC Public Guardian and Trustee and the Ministry of Health
partnered with the AgedOut.com project to create two new quests
for youth in care: Money Sense and Eating Well on a Budget.

2173
Facebook
followers

Over 200 social workers heard why permanence is important to
youth in care at our Striving for Permanence workshops by the
Speak-Out Youth Group. The presentations included a toolkit
about adoption and permanence that social workers could take
back to youth on their caseloads to better explain why
permanence is important.

33

mentions in
news media

Fostering Connections was a foster parent recruitment campaign
that launched in October. It was a collaborative project involving
our partners the BC Federation of Foster Parent Associations, the
Ministry for Children and Family Development, and the Indigenous
Perspective Society.

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE TREASURER

YEAR END

Fiscal 2017 was certainly a busy year at AFABC. The completion of projects resulted in
overall revenues and expenditures decreasing 10% and 12%, respectively. The government
services contract and various project grants accounted for 56% of our total revenues, while
donations have increased slightly and represented 13% (11% in fiscal 2016).
Assets

1,825,293

Restricted funds

583,585

549,062

Unrestricted surplus funds

213,622

247,236

2017

2016

799,687

$ 720,920

Projects

323,129

715,522

Education and support

234,978

238,910

Donations

254,422

235,319

Wendy’s Wonderful Kids

162,840

156,553

Direct Access Gaming

105,131

105,000

$

Other income
Total

Other income
6%
Government services
contract
Community
40%
awareness
7%

Regional
adoption support
34%
Fundraising
and administration
11%

Teen
adoption
5%

2017
REVENUES
Donations
13%
Education
and support
12%

Projects
16%

Regional adoption support

Wendy’s
Wonderful
Kids
8%

2016

$

638, 584

$

536,942

329,031

661,581

Parent education and information

372,015

446,549

Wendy’s Wonderful Kids

164,298

156,546

Teen adoption

107,720

127,334

Total

Parent education
and information
19%

2017

Projects

Fundraising and administration

Projects
16%

58,642
$2,230,866

EXPENDITURES

Subtotal

2017

113,818
$1,994,006

Programs, services, and projects

Community awareness

EXPENDITURES

1,795,847
989,549

Government service contract

Jimmy Lai, Treasurer

2016
$

1,028,083

REVENUES

The full set of financial statements for the fiscal year ended March 31, 2017, as well as the
auditor’s report, is available on our website at www.bcadopt.com.

Wendy’s
Wonderful Kids
8%

$

Liabilities

During fiscal 2017, AFABC realized an overall deficit of $17K, compared to a surplus of $8K in
the prior fiscal year. We have been able provide much needed funding for summer camps for
adopted children and their families and four bursaries for youth. It’s also important to note
that approximately 1,230 volunteer hours were generously provided to AFABC to support its
various program areas, none of which are reflected in the financial results.

Direct Access
Gaming
5%

2017

FINANCIAL POSITION

To support our programs and services, we continue to diversify our revenue sources
by investing in fundraising initiatives that will grow and broaden our donor base. Our
new director of development supports the strategy of revenue growth as well as the
diversification goal. During 2017, we successfully held the first annual Hats Off fundraiser as
well as partnering with the Victoria Foundation in the creation of a new Endowment Fund.
We are proud that most of our revenues were invested in programs, services, and projects
that benefited children, youth, and families.

128,323

114,424

$1,784,971

2,043,376

225,627

179,039

$2,010,598

$2,222,415

THANK YOU
Your gift, no matter how big or small,
makes an impact.
www.bcadoption.com/give
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The photos in this report are
the real faces of our
community. They are entries
from our annual Share Your
Circle photo contest.
www.bcadoption.com/
photocontest

John Hardie Mitchell
Family Founation
Victoria Foundation

200-7342 Winston Street
Burnaby, British Columbia
V5A 2H1

1-877-ADOPT-07
www.bcadopt.com
Charity BN: 118777671RR0001

